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BREDBBRY  AND  RQMIXJSY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

To  “the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Bredbury  and  Rorailey  Urban  District  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs,  Davies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  following  Interim  Report 
for  the  year  1943 


statistics. 


Area  of  District,  in  acres....,.,,, 4# 753 

Estimated  Population  end  of  1943 15#790 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  at  end  of  1943,  5»560 

Number  of  Empty  Houses.. Nil 

Numc^er  of  Houses  entered  in  Rate  Book  during  1943*  Nil 

Rateable  Value £98,015 

Product  of  a penny  Rate,,,,,..., £ 405 

Vital  Statistics. 

Live  Births,  Male,  Female,  Total. 

Legi  timate 
Illegitimate 

145 

3 

130 

6 

275 

9 

1 48 

136 

284 

Birth  Rate  per  thousand 

estimated  population 

18 

Still  Births 

Male 

Female 

To  tal • 

Legitimate 

5 

2 

7 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

5 

2 

7 

Rate  per  thousand  live 

and  still  births. 

•291 

Total  live  and  Still  Births 

Male. 

Female,  Total 

153 

138  291 

Deaths 

Mal^e 

Female 

Total. 

All  Causes 

1 01 

11  2 

213 

Death  Rate  per  thousand  estimated  population  13*5 


Deaths  of  Infants 
under  one  year  of  age 

Legitimate 

Illogitlmato 

Total  Infantile  Deaths 


Male  Female  Total 

9 10  19 

1 1 

9 11  to 


Diarrhoea  under  2 years. 


2 Male  deaths. 


Death  Hate 

All  infants  per 

thousand  live 

births  ss  70' 

Death  Rate 

Legitimate  infants  per  thousand 

legitimate  live  births  = 67 

Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Femal e 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

1 

Influenza 

2 

2 

Cancer  of  buo : Cav:  and  Oesaph  (m) 

Uterus  P 

3 

hr 

Cancer  of  stomach 

& duodenum 

3 

1 

Cancer  of  breast 

- 

h 

Cancer  of  elLI  other  sites 

12 

11 

Intra  cranial  Vascular  lesions 

9 

13 

Heart  disease 

27 

30 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

Other  diseases  of 

circulatory  system 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

9 

6 

Pneumonia 

4 

7 

Other  respiratory 

diseases 

2 

1 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  duodenum 

1 

- 

Other  digye.  diseases 

2 

6 

Nephritis 

8 

2 

premature  birth 

3 

6 

Con;  Mai:  birth  inj:  infant:  disease: 

3 

5 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Road  Traffic  Accident 

1 

All  other  causes 

3 - 

8 

Infectious  Diseases. 

No:  of  Cases  No:  of  Cases 

Notified.  removed  to  Hospital.  Deaths 

Diphtheria 

16 

16 

None 

Scarlet  Fever 

5A 

31 

none 

Measles 

1 A1 

- 

one 

Whooping  Cough 

25 

- 

none 

Erysipelas 

A 

1 

none 

Pneumonia 

3 

mm 

none 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

none 

Meningitis 

2 

2 

none 

246 

51 

1. 

59  Swabs  were  examined  at  Stockport  Infirmary  for  Diphtheria 

Bacilli y 7 of  these  proved  positive,  the  rest  of  the  Diphtheria 
cases  were  removed  to  Hospital  vathout  waiting  for  swabs  to  be 
taken. 
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There  have  been  a few  less  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases^ 

8 less  cases  of  Diphtheria  no  doubt  due  to  more  children  being 
immunised; , There  was  an  outbreak  of  measles  throughout  the 
“■  district  which  occui^red  during  the  first  three  months  of  the  year 
and  then  gradually  died  out.  One  case  notified  as  Scarlet  Fever 

v/as.  not  confirmed  at  the  Hyde,  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  and 
after  being  under  observation  for  7 days  was  discharged. 

SCABIES . Tliere  is  an  increase  in  this  disease  due  probably  to 
Y/ar-'time  conditions. 

In  my  opinion  the  poY^ers  of  local  authorities  should  be 
strengthened  to  deal  effectively  v/ith  this  disease. 


’ rU^ERCULOSIS' . 

1i  Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  v/ero  notified  during  the  year, 
A being  transfers  in  from  other  districts,  and  6 of  non- 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis-^ 

6 Deaths  occurred  which  '.ere  due  to  the  Pulmonary  form  of 
Tuberculosis,  A being  Males  and  2 Females. 

512 Cases  and  Mortality  during  i 9A3 • 


New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary 

I'lon-Pulmo  nary 

pulmonary 

N on -Pulra  on  ar  y 

Age  Records 

^ Male 

Female  Male  Female. 

Male 

Female 

Male  Female 

3-15  years 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

-.  - 

i 5-25  ” 

3 

1 

1 1 

1 

- 

25-35  ” 

3 

1 

1 

3 

2 

- 

35-A5  ’• 

- 

- 

1 

- 

A5-55  ” 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

55-65  " 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

65  and  ever 

- 

- 

- 

- 

9 

2 

1 5 

. A 

2 

mm 

('1938)  . 

...9  ' 

4- 

■ 1 ' 9 

*1^ 

3 

1 2 

The  number  of 
the  year,  v/as 

cases  remaining  in  the 

Register  at 

the  end  of 

Males. 

Femal e s . 

Total, 

Palm on ary 

33 

32 

65 

Non -Pulmonary 

iA 

27 

A1 

Total . . . 

• 

A7 

59 

106 

60  Specimens  of  Sputum  were  submitted  for  examination  during  the 
year  to  tho  County  Lab^j...aory  and  of  these,  8 Y/ere  positive 
and  32  negative. 
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D I?K?T-TIR  I-l  B'tt  ;'UI-T  IS  ATI  OK  . 

The  T.'ork  outlined  in  the  Report  for  I94i  and  1942  mis 
continued  in  1943  and  every  effox*t  wan  riiacle  to  encourage  children 
uo  to  13  ye,;\ro  of  aye,  to  he  inuunieed,  and  many  took  advantage 
thereof  ao  shevni  h.;'  the  folloTriny  figures. 


No;  of  children  nlio  completed  the  full 
course  of  rmnunisation  bet\7een  January 
and  .December’  31st. 


Under  5 years. 
5 to  'l 5 years. 


under 

15  yea 

X • 9 • « 

1943* 

1 942. 

1§M‘ 

176 

356 

243 

209 

192 

834- 

335 

5^3 

1,077 

No  cases  of  - deaths  from  Diphtheria, 

Estimated  number  of  children  in  district  at  31.  12.  43» 

Under  5 Years Ijl77 

5 to  15  years 2,340 

Percentage  of  children  immunised  at  3'!  • ^2,  43* 

Und.er  5 years  6^ 


5 to  15  years 


58?o 


C'.ie  Staffs  at  the  Gliild  ^7elfare  Centres  have  been  very 
helpful,  Publicity  has  been  given  to  the  Council  Scheme  on  everjr 
possible  ocea-sion. 

The  Minister  of  Health  in  reply  to  a letter  from  the  Clerk 


the 


spread  of  infectious  disease.  The  Minister  further  stated  that  he 
is  advised  that  the  talcing  of  swabs  should  be  limited  to  contacts 
who  exhibit  sumptoms  of  physicsd  sifins  which  might  be  due  to 
Diphtheria. 


Circulars  vrere  received  from  the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the 
Board  of  Education  in  1941  as  to  Y/ar-Time  Nurseries  for  the  care 
of  children  unoer  5 years  of  age,  the  Authority  responsible 
therefor  being  the  Cheshire  Ccunty  Council  as  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Au-*'hority.  Tlie  question  was  discussed  on  a 
petition  received  froin  residents  in  May  1941  > requesting  the 
Council  to  take  steps  for  ,the  provision  of  a Nuicsery  School  or 
Creche.-  The  County  Council  to  ‘’,’^iom  the  request  V7as  submitted 
fori^arded  a summary  of  the  Ciir,ular  fx‘o-t  the  Ministry  of  Health 
dated  30th  July  1 940- whiioh  shewed  that  the  Ministrjr  considered 
it  desirable  that  day  nurseries  should  be  provided  for  young 
children  of  women  employed  in  munitions  or  other  factories 
essential  to  the  war  eff "rt,  the  primary  object  of  the  Nursery 
being  to  keep  children  safe  and.  v;ell  whilst  their  Mothers  were 
at  work.  Parents  were  expected  to  pay  not  less  than  1/-  per  day 

per  child,  A letter  dated  10th  April  1942  was  received  from  the 
County  M.O.H.  intimating  that  '*The  Ministry  have  decided  that  a 
7/aretime  Nursery  should  be  established  in  the  Bredbury  area  of 
this  district,  after  various  negotiations  a site  was  agreed  upon, 
on  the  Highfield  Park  Estate. 
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The  NuTae:??/  at  iii.rhfield  park  Estate,  BredJyury,  was  opeYied 
to  children  on  the  i3th  Decenher  19^3>  after  many  difficulties  had 
been  experienced  vdtn  regard  to  labour  and  material  etc., 

There  has  been  an  average  attendance  of  about  26  children  to  the 
end  of  December,  Increased  since  to  about  30. 

The  Nursery  is  within  easy  reach  of  the  various  works  in  Bredbury 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  Mothers  will  take  every  advantage  of  this 
service  which  is  provided  for  them. 

The  official  opening  is  to  take  place  on  1 8th  February  1944*  The 
building  is  of  the  pro -fabricated  bungalow  type,  and  has 
accommodation  for  50  cases  approximately.  15  from  1 year  to 
2 years,  and  35  from  2 years  to  5 years.  There  is  a Nursery 
Room  for  babies  with  cotsr.  ’’Tweenies”  Room  for  babies  2-3  years. 
Larger  room  for  babies ? olden'  r.ges,  3 ~ 5 years. 

Staff  quarters,  ■“  Matron  hs  Room,  Staff  Dining  Room,  Isolation 
Room,  Milk  Room,  pantry  and  Kitchen,  2 Baths,  and  toilet. 


^ch  0 ol  Ace  omm od ati  on  & Fac  il i tie s . 

School  Accommodation.  No ; on 

Regist'er. 


Bredbury  Coupe  il  (’opened  1 909)  4 SO  404 

Bredbury  St. Mark ' s C.fh  (opened  I850)  294  224 

Romiley  Council  (opened  1913)  500  382 

Woodley  Council  (opened.  I860/88.)  264  ^43 

Compstall  Council  162  54 

Bredbury  Highfield  Senior  Boys'  (opened  1941)  320  168 

” ” G-irls*  ” 330  201 


The  Bredbury  Highfield  Senior  School  catering  for 
children  of  11  plus,  was  opened  in  June  1 941  » when  all  other 
Schools  in  the  area  became  buildings  for  infants  and  juniors  up 
to  11  years  of  age  ^ 

In  order  to  cater  for  children  in  the  Lov/er  Bredbury  area 
a site  to  the  rear  of  Pear  Tree  Farm  has  been  earmarked  and  an 
endeavour  is  being  made  to  persuade  the  appropriate  Government 
Department  to  allow  the  Education  Authority  to  acquire  this  site 
for  the  erection  thereon  of  a Junior  and  Infant’s  School. 


Feeding  of  School  Children. 

Each  School  nov/  has  its  own  C£u:iteen  arrangements.  At 
the  Bredbury  Highfield  Senior  School,  food  is  cooked  and  served 
on  the  premises,  a OaTitcen-  having  been  provided  for  each 
Department,  Boys  and  Girls^.  At  Compstall  the  Children  attend 
The  MiBsion  Hall  Canteen  on  the  Compstall  Road  where  there  is 
another  Canteen  prov  idinr:  and  cooking  its  own  meals  for 
children  attending  Schools  at  Compstall  and  Marple  Bridge,  In 
the  case  of  Bredbury  Council  School,  Woodley  Council  School, 
and  Bredbury  Church  of  Pkig.Lond  School  (St.  Mark’s),  dinners -are 
provided  from  Mottrojii  C'.fr’cing  Depot.,  Romiley  Council  School  is 
supplied  v/ith  Meals  from  the  British  Restaurant,  Romiley. 

The  Harrytovm  High  Schooj.  provides'- meals  for  pupils. 

All  Scholars  v/ho  wioa  to  partake  of  Mid-day  meals  in  the  Urban 
District  arc,  therefore,  v/cj.l  provided  for. 

Milk  in  Schools.' 

Every  child  is  ..;ncouraged  to  take  milk  in  Schools  and 
there  is  an  adenuate  ' n i good  supply  available  in  each  School, 
including  the  Harrytojn  jB'.pl'.  (private)  School, 
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British  Restaurants. 


The  British  Restaurant  v/as  opened  at  Rorniley 
(formerly  St. Chad’s  Sunday  School,  G-uywood  Lane)  on  the  7th. 
March  i94-2,  and  has  met  the  need  for  a Restaurant  where  a hot 
meal  can  be  provided  at  a reasonable  cost. 

The  year  1943  saw  the  opening  of  a second  British 
Restaurant  in  September,  and  is  accommodated  in  a building  at 
the  rear  of  the  George  Lane  Congregational  Sunday  School, 
Bredbury.  The  venture  has  exceeded  all  expectations  in  numbers 
and  in  voluntary  services  rendered. 

WEATHER  REPORT, 


Mr.  P.  Edv/ards,  of  Greave,  Romiley,  who  is  the  local 
representative  of  the  British  Rainfall  Association,  has  for  the 
past  11  years  (ending  31st  December  1943)  supplied  details  of 
the  months  figures  for  Rainfall  in  Romiley,  He  has  also 
supplied  monthly  comments  on  the  weather  for  the  past  eight 
years  and  these  have  been  published  in  the  Medical  Officer’s 
Report  up  to  1938  when  the  last  printed  report  was  issued. 

Mr.  E.H.Arrowsmith,  (Manager  of  the  Bredbury  Sewage  7/orlcs) 
has  recorded  Rainfall  figures  at  the  Bredbury  Sev/erage  Y/orks 
since  July  1939?  and  has  supplied  monthly  comments  on  the  weather 
for  the  years  ending  31st  December  1942  and  1943* 

The  following  extracts  from  such  records  are  of  general  interest. 


Romiley 

1941 

Total  Rainfall 

36*05 

Bredbury 

1941 

K 

It 

37-86 

Romiley 

1942 

« 

It 

35--11 

Bredbury 

1942 

It 

If 

37-62 

Romiley 

1943 

It 

It 

36-90 

Bredbury 

1943 

It 

II 

36*15 

The  records 

are  very 

well  compiled  v/ith  a 

wealth  1 

and  it  is  interesting  to  compare  the  statistics  for  Bredbury  and 
Romiley  both  monthly  and  yearly. 

The  data  cannot  be  published  at  the  present  time  but  is  being 
carefully  preserved  for  future  reference. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  tv/o  observers  for  the  voluntary  work  they 
have  undertaken. 


INFANT  WELFARE  CENTRES. 


BREDBURY: 


Every  Tuesday  held  at  George  Lane  Congregational 
The  year  1 943  has  seen  a large  increase  in  the  number 

The  attendances  were  as 


School, 

of  attendances  compared  with  1 942. 
follows 

Bredbury  Welfare  Centre, 


Consultations  held.........  1,096  at  48  Sessions, 

Average  Y/eekly  Attendance. . 70 

Total  Attendances 3*673* 

Romiley  Welfare  Centre. 

Every  Thursday  held  at  Romiley  Welfare  Centre,  Central  Drive,  Romiley 

Consultations  held 51 

Average  Weekly  attendance..  16 

Total  Attendances 83O. 
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There  is  no  Welfare  Centre  in  Compstall,  but  Mothers 
take  their  children  to  the  \7elfare  Centre  held  in  the  Jubilee 
Methodist  School,  Rose  Brow>  Ludworth, 

Heine  Helps e This  sub;ject  has.  been  forcibly  brought  to  the 
notice  of  Child  Welfare  Authorities  d-uring  the  v/ar  period  and 
great  difficulty  is  exporienced  in  securing  suitable  people  to 
help  in  the  homes  of  Mothers^  The  calling  up  for  national 
service  of  many  persons  v/ho  could  assist  in  this  kind  of  work 
has  made  matters  more  difficult* 

MILK  SUPPLY* 

Samples  of  milk  have  been  reg-alarly  taken  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  follov;ing  tests 

(a)  Sediment  c 

(b)  Pat  Content.. 

The  results  ai^e  reported  monthly  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee. 

The  County  Council  have  appointed  Samplers  to  collect 
samples  for  certain  testso 

Tubercular  Tests  are  made  by  the  Veterinary  Surgeons 
of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  also  takes  samples  for • Tuberculosis 

Luring  the  year  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made 
to  registered  premises®  The  total  number  of  Purveyors  of  Milk  in 
the  area  is  A7  and  in  addition  there  are  4 purveyors  of  Accredited 
Milk  who  are  licensed  by  the  County  Council  now  that  the  somirig 
scheme  is  in  operation  only  tv70  Purveyors  of  milk  come  into  the 
district,  and  these  are  licensed  under  the  Pood  and  Drugs  Act, 1938 
Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 

MFAT  AlTD  OTHER  POODS* 

T — — •••  r I— MntaMMWaa 

Slaughter  Hoi^e^s^  (Centralised  Slaughtering) . pollov/ing  the 
Livestock  (Restriction  of  Slaughtering)  Order  1940  of  the  Ministry 
of  Pood,  the  slaughter  of  meat  for  the  Urban  District  was 
centralised  at  Stockport  at  No. 3 Slaughter  House.  The  number  of 
slaughter  house  licences  granted  during  the  year  was  seven,  which 
are  used  for  occasional  slaughtering  of  pigs. 

Slaughtermen.  rp^Q  council  granted  14  Licences  to  slaughter 
during  the  year* 

Bake-Houses*  go  visits  of  inspections  were  made  to  the  Bake- 
houses, when  they  were  found  to  be  kept  clean  and  in  a 
satisfactory  condition* 

SANITARY  CIRCUMST/ITCES  OP  THE  AREA , 

1 . 7/A  TER . (Pi  pe  d S up  ply ) 

The  Urban  District  Council  are  the  7/ater  Authority.  The 
Stockport  CorporaticT  supply  the  District  (in  Bulk)  from  three 
sources,  - Kindor,  G-oyt  Valley,  and  Lyme  Park. 

Stockport  Corporation  collect  Samples  from  the  throe  sources,  the 
latter  tv/o  supplying  v/ater  to  the  service  reservoir  at  Greave, 
Romilcy,  since  June  1939*  This  re-servoir  holds  2,500,000  gallons, 
and  the  top  vmter  level  is  573  feet  O.D.  and  supplies  parts  of 
Romiloy  and  V/oodloy*  The  L^/Tno  Park  supply  is  included  as  a new 
Filtration  Plant  has  boon  put  on  this  source . and  it  is  delivered 
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into  the  saDO  sorv^ico  "'eseivoir  as  that  from  the  G-oyt  Valley, 
so  that  this  water  is  also  serving  a.por.tion  of  this  district. 
Sai:iples  are  sent  r^onthly  for  chemicai  and  bacteriological 
examination,  Copies  of  analyst's  reports  have  been  received 
■from  the  suppliers?  and  in  each  case  the  results  were  satisfactory. 
The  supply  is  filtorod  and  chlorinated.  The  supply  of  water 
has  also  been  sufficient  in  quantity  and  pressure. 

Manchester  Corporation  who  own  Longdendal?  Reservoir 
collect  samples  v/eokly  fcr  bacteriological  examination  and  at  . 
frequent  intervals  for  chomical  analysis.  - ; 

The  following  report  reflates  to  the v Manchester  supply: - 

"The  water  is  be?lng  o ontinti.ously  neutralised  with  lime  and 
Sterilised  with  choramine , v/hichl latter  accounts  for  the  major 
portion  of  the  rlree  'and  saline  ammonia  content  and  for  the  faint 
trace  of  nitrites  occasionally  found. 

Seasonal  variations  mainly  affect  the  colour  and  organic 
matter  content  as  measured  by  the  oxygen  absorbed  test. 

The  other  results  arc  satif-factory. 

The  bacteriological  results  are  excel lant.” 

\7A_TER  SUPPLIES  from  V/ells,  Springs,  &c.  , 

Some  attention  has  been  given  to  the  of  water 

from  these  sources  and  there  is  need  for  improvement  in  the 
surrounding  conditions  of  some  bf  these  supplies; 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  instructions  to  take  samples 
from  all  these  sources  and  to  take  such  steps  as  are  necessary 
to  effect  improvements. 

Those  properties  v/hich  are  in  close  proximity  to  the 
public  supply  should  be  connected  at  the  earliest  possible 
opportunity,  particularly  as  regards  farms  and  farm  premises. 

A pure  water  supply  is  more  thqn  e”.  ej*  necessary  to  essential 
cleanliness  in  the  production  of  milk,  and  of  the  utensils  used 
for  distribution  of  m.ilke 

During  the  last  3 years  the  following  premises,  which  v/ere 
v/ithout  a public  supply,  have  been  connected  tothe  mains 

Arden  Road,  Bredbury. 


250  yards  L-’  main  May  i 9Ai  • 

High  level  road,  Compstall  Road,  Romiley, (from 
Birch  Vale  Drive  to  Dingle  Hollov/) 

In  addition,  the  following  main  was  laid  - 

190  yards  5”  main  ...  November  1 9A'1  . 

These  are  the  only  v/ater  mains  laid  during  the  period 
1 939  to  the  end  of  i 943® 

PTI3LIC  HE/iLTH  ACT.  1936  ~ Sect. 83. 

The  Council  found  it  necessary  to  serve  notices  on  the 
tenant  of  a ho  n April  1943?  iU  the  district  to  cleanse  the 
premises,  including  internal  walls,  fToors,  ceiling  and  stair- 
case in  the  house,  al3.  bedding  to  be  cleaned,  purified  or 
destroyed. 

The  service  of  the  notices  resulted  in  the  cleansing  of 
the  house,  but  it  was  made  clear  that  the  Council  had  no 
power  to  remove  a person  to  an  institution  to  deal  with  the 
tenant's  personal  condition,  and  unsatisfactory  habits.  The 
Ministry  of  Health  v;ere  informed  of  this,  and  they  stated  that 
they  were  unable  to  suggest  any  action  v/hich  can  be  taken  under 
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existing  powers,  but  the  matter*  had  been  noted  in  connection 
v/ith  any  future  consideration  of  the  adeq,uacy  of  the  provisions 
of  the  public  Health  Act-  i 936. 

Early  in  1944  the  tenant  was  persuaded  to  enter  an 
institution  and  the  neighbours  and  others  were  pleased  with  the 
action  taken  by  the  Council, 

I am,  Mr*. Chairman,  Mrs. Davies, 

and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

U • XjEE  • 


Acting  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


